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Comments of the
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The Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) welcomes the opportunity to

respond to the Public Notice (PN), released by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

on May 12, 2000, in CC Docket 96-45. By that PN, the FCC requested comment on the

following issues:

(l) whether line count data at the wire center level constitutes either trade
secrets or commercial or financial information within the meaning of the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA);

(2) whether line count data at the wire center level is publicly available from
state commissions; and

(3) whether there is a compelling public interest in disclosing the wire center
line count data even if such data were considered confidential under
exemption 4 of FOIA.!

'Commercial or financial data that is submitted on a mandatory basis is "confidential"
under exemption 4 of FOIA when disclosure of the information is likely to cause substantial
harm to the competitive position of the person from whom the information was obtained.
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I. Some, but not all, Alaska wire center data is known to be publicly available.

In Alaska, access line information by community is publicly available for every

village and city in the state. In most locations, there is only one wire center per location. As a

result, wire center line count data is available for most companies.

In Anchorage there are multiple wire centers. Currently line counts for wire

centers in Anchorage are not filed with the RCA, nor do we know any source where this

information is publicly made available. The RCA requires facilities-based competitive local

exchange carriers in Anchorage to submit line count information on a quarterly basis, classified

by business and residential service, with further segregation based on method of service (access

to unbundled network elements, wholesale discount, or facilities)?

II. Line count data at the wire center level should be made publicly available.

The RCA operates under a presumption that all information submitted to it is

public information absent good cause for confidentiality under 3 AAC 48.045(b). In general, the

RCA does not view local exchange line count data as a "trade secret", nor does it treat such line

count data or market share data as confidential or commercially sensitive. While the RCA has

not specifically addressed the issue of wire center data, under our regulations the RCA must

make publicly available all filed information absent an affirmative showing of good cause to

classify the records as confidential. The Commission does not necessarily agree that disclosure

of the line count information at the wire center level creates a competitive disadvantage. This is

2Since the incumbent and the main facilities-based competitor are required to provide
service throughout the entire service area, wire center data was less critical to the RCA's analysis
of competition in the Anchorage market.
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particularly true if the information has not recently been updated and thus may be considered

stale. The Commission also notes that the FCC is requiring wire center line disclosure by some

carriers. It may be more competitively neutral to treat all carriers the same and require all to

disclose the wire line information.

The RCA also believes that those contributing to the high cost fund have a need to

understand how support is calculated and to be able to verify that the cost support model is

running accurately. Federal support paid in a state and throughout the nation depends on the

model results for all non-rural companies, not just those receiving support. Keeping the line

count data confidential for some of the companies may interfere with the public's ability to

evaluate and verify continued accuracy of the model and support amounts calculated.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 23rd day of June, 2000

G. Nanette Thompson, Chair
Regulatory Commission of Alaska
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Mark J. Vasconi
Regulatory Affairs Director
Alascom, Inc., d/b/a AT&T Alascom
210 East Bluff Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501-1100

Tom Jensen
Director of Public Affairs
Alaska Communications Systems, Inc.
510 L Street Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99501

Judith Colbert
Executive Director
Alaska Exchange Carriers

Association, Inc.
3380 C Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503

Ed Cushing
President
Alaska Network Systems, Inc.
4300 "B" Street, Suite 502
Anchorage, AK 99503

Michael Garrett
President
Alaska Telephone Company, et al.
P. O. Box 3222
Port Townsend, WA 98368-0922
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Michelle Bittner, Esq.
Vice President of Legal Affairs
Alaska Communication Systems
510 L Street, Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99501

Jeffery B. Tyson
Vice President, Long Distance
Alaska Communications Systems, Inc.
3000 C. Street, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99503

John G. Burns
Chief Operating Officer
Alaska Fiber Star, LLC
1029 West Third Avenue, Suite 150
Anchorage, AK 99501

James Rowe
Director
Alaska Telephone Association
201 East 56th Avenue, Suite 114
Anchorage, AK 99518

Lance J. M. Steinhart, Esq.
Attorney
American Express Telecom, Inc.
Suite 285
6455 East Johns Crossing
Duluth, GA 30155-1553
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Carl E. Worboys
Vice President - Administration
American Telecommunications

Enterprise, Inc.
P.O. Box 6544
Syracuse, NY 13217-6544

David S. Fauske
General Manager
Arctic Slope Telephone Association

Cooperative, Inc., and ASTAC Long
Distance, Inc.

4300 B Street, Suite 501
Anchorage, AK 99503-5900

Robert Sternberg
President
BLT Technologies, Inc.
610 Esther Street, Suite 1000
Vancouver, WA 98660

Ben Johnson
Ben Johnson Associates, Inc.
2252 Killearn Center Boulevard
Tallahasee, FL 32308

Robin O. Brena, Esq.
Brena, Bell, and Clarkson, P.C.
310 K Street, Suite 601
Anchorage, AK 99501
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Director - Global Services
Ameritech Communications

International, Inc.
Loc.4G10
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196

A. William Saupe, Esq.
Ashburn and Mason
1130 West Sixth Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

John Ruscilli
Director, Regulatory Affairs
BellSouth Long Distance, Inc.
28 Perimeter Center East
Atlanta, GA 30346

Rebecca C. Pauli, Esq.
Birch, Horton, Bittner, and Cherot
1127 West Seventh Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

Duane C. Durand
General Manager
Bristol Bay Telephone Cooperative, Inc
and King Salmon Communications, Inc.

P. O. Box 259
King Salmon, AK 99613
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Harry F. Colliver, Jr.
President/General Manager
Bush-Tell, Incorporated
P. O. Box 109
Aniak, AK 99557

Richard Hutchinson d/b/a
Circle Telephone
P. O. Box 1
Circle, AK 99733

Tim Rennie
General Manager
Copper Valley Telephone

Cooperative, Inc.
P. O. Box 337
Valdez, AK 99686

Joseph M. Moran, Esq.
Delisio, Moran, Geraghty & Zobel, P.C.
943 West Sixth Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501-2033
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Manager, Regulatory Affairs
EXCEL Communications, Inc.
8750 North Central Expressway
Dallas, TX 75231
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Tariff and Regulatory Supervisor
Cable & Wireless, Inc.
8219 Leesburg Pike
Vienna, VA 22182

W. Don Williams
Vice President of Operations
Comdata Telecommunications

Services, Inc.
5301 Maryland Way
Brentwood, TN 37027

Fred Shepherd
General Manager
Cordova Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
P. O. Box 459
Cordova, AK 99574-0459

Heather H. Grahame, Esq.
Dorsey & Whitney
1031 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 600
Anchorage, AK 99501

Susan McAdams
Vice President of Government Affairs
Electric Lightwave, Inc.
4400 NE 77th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98662-6706
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Mike Smith
Regulatory Manager
Evercom System, Inc.
8201 Tristar Drive
Irving, TX 75063

Barbara A. McNair
Rates and Tariff Compliance Manager
Frontier Communications
180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646

Alan C. Eaker
General Manager
GTE Alaska Incorporated
Suite 201
16404 Smokey Point Boulevard
P. O. Box 1025
Arlington, WA 98223-6025

Leslie Alan Ueoka, Esq.
Legal Department
GTE Service Corporation
P.O. Box 2200, A-6
Honolulu, HI 96841

Andrew E. Hoge, Esq.
Hoge & Lekisch
441 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 500
Anchorage, AK 99501-2309
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Jason O'Brieon
Manager Regulatory Affairs
Federal Transtel, Inc.
2868 Acton Road, Suite 100
Birmingham, AL 35243

James R. Jackson, Esq.
Regulatory Attorney
GCI Communication Corp. d/b/a General

Communication, Inc., and d/b/a GCI
2550 Denali Street Suite 1000
Anchorage, AK 99503-2781

Paul M. Fuglie
Regulatory Client Services - AVP
GTE Communications Corporation
6665 North MacArthur Blvd
Irving, TX 75039-2443

James A. Durant
Senior Consultant
GVNW Inc.lManagement
P.O. Box 2330
Tualatin, OR 97062-2330

Loren V. Uhlenkott
Consultants
Honchen & Uhlenkott, Inc.
Suite 3-640
800 East Dimond Boulevard
Anchorage, AK 99515
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B. Reid Presson, Jr.
Regulatory Consultant
Intellicall Operator Services, Inc.
16200 Addison Road #100
Addison, TX 75001

Michael K. Nichols
President
International Telecom, Inc.
P. O. Box 230750
Anchorage, AK 99523-0750

Roger R. Kemppel, Esq.
Kemppel, Huffman and Ellis, P.C.
255 East Fireweed Lane, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503

Evelyn Lee
Attorney
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
201 Spear Street 9th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Greg Berberich
Vice President
Matanuska Telephone Association, Inc.
1740 South Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645

Steven T. Brown
Director, State Regulatory Policy
Intermedia Communications, Inc.
3625 Queen Palm Drive
Tampa, FL 33619-1309

Donald M. Pedersen
Controller
J D Services, Inc. d/b/a American

Freedom Network
1844 South 3850 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84104

Leroy Pilant
Telephone Division Manager
Ketchikan Public Utilities,
City of Ketchikan d/b/a
2930 Tongass Avenue
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Carolyn K. Hanson
General Manager
MTA Long Distance, Inc.
Suite 101
701 East Parks Highway
Wasilla, AK 99654

Teresa Bowen
Assistant for Regulatory Affairs
Northwest Communications, Inc.
27501 S.W. Parkway Avenue
Wilsonville, OR 97070
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Steven A. Bushong
General Manager
Nushagak Telephone Cooperative, Inc.,
and Nushagak Long Distance, Inc.

P. O. Box 350
Dillingham, AK 99576

Laura Clore
Regulatory Manager
One Call Communications, Inc.
801 Congressional Boulevard
Carmel, IN 46032

J. Scott Nicholls
Senior Manager, State Affairs
Qwest Communications Corporation
4250 North Fairfax Drive 12th Floor
Arlington, VA 22203

Mark L. Figura, Esq.
Rose & Figura
1207 West Eighth Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

Richard A. Peters
President
Secure Communications, Inc.
2639 Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 113
Dallas, TX 75229
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Douglas A. Neal
General Manager
OTZ Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
P.O. Box 324
Kotzebue, AK 99752-0324

Kristi Shaw
Regulatory Analyst
Quest Group International
6322 South 3000 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84121

Robert E. Stoller, Esq.
Robert E. Stoller, Sole Proprietor
800 East Dimond Blvd., Suite 3-537
Anchorage, AK 99515

Clara Mosko
General Field Representative
Rural Utilities Service
U. S. Department of Agriculture
P. O. Box 220881
Anchorage, AK 99522-0881

L. Scott Cohen
Manager - Legallnformafion Services
SmarTalk TeleServices, Inc.
5080 Tuttle Crossing Boulevard
Dublin, OH 43016
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Carla Krauss
Regulatory Manager
Southwestern Bell Communications
Services, Inc.
c/o Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems
5850 West Las Positas Boulevard
Pleasonton, CA 94588

Rich Kowalewski
Director/State RegulatorlWest
Sprint Communications Company L.P.
1850 Gateway Drive, 7th Floor
San Mateo, CA 94404

Jack H. Rhyner
President
TeleAlaska, Inc., dba Alyeska Cable
Co., Eyecom, Inc., Interior Telephone,
and Mukluk Telephone Company, Inc.
201 East 56th Avenue, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99518

Kathy R. Stephens
Vice President
U S West Long Distance, Inc.
1801 California St, 28th Floor
Denver, CO 80202

Steve Hamlen
President
United Utilities, Inc.
and Unicom, Inc.

P. O. Box 92730
Anchorage, AK 99509-2730
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Karen H. Luke
Regulatory Consultant
Speer Virtual Media, Ltd.
11800 30th Court, North
S1. Petersburg, FL 33716

Judith A. Stoop
President
Summit Telephone Company, Inc.,
Summit Telephone & Telegraph

Company of Alaska, Inc. d/b/a
2014 Eagan Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Kristi Shaw
Regulatory Analyst
Teltrust Communications Services, Inc.

a/k1a Teltrust and/or TCS
6322 South 3000 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84121

Anne E. Franklin
General Counsel
U.S. South Communications, Inc. d/b/a

US South and d/b/a INCOMM
250 Williams Street Suite 2360
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dr. Michael Rice
Vice Chancellor Admin. Services
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P. O. Box 757900
Fairbanks, AK 99775
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Edith V. Lynch
Telephone Services
University of Alaska, Anchorage
3211 Providence Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508-4670

Phyllis Skene-Stimac
Manager, Licensing
Western Union Communications, Inc.
c/o First Data Corporation
6200 South Quebec Street, No. 370
Englewood, CO 80111

J. Clifton Eller
President
Yukon Telephone Company, Inc.
P. O. Box 873809
Wasilla, AK 99687-3809

Gary Frank
Chief Executive Officer
VoCall Communications Corp.
284 Sheffield Street
Mountainside, NJ 07092

Donald B. Eller
Vice President
Yukon Long Distance Company, Inc.
1290 Peck Street
Wasilla, AK 99654
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